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able. The true priest must not obscure the
oracles of God ; he must beware of teaching
that faith is an intricate intellectual process. He
must pare religion to the bone, and show that
the essence of it is a perfectly simple relation
with God and neighbour. He must not concern
himself with policy or ceremony ; he must warn
men against mistaking aesthetic impulse for the
perception of virtue ; he must fight against pre-
cedent and tradition and custom ; he must realise
that one point of union is more important than
a hundred points of difference. He must set
himself against upholsteries and uniforms, against
formalities and rituals. He must abjure wealth
and position, in favour of humble kindliness and
serviceableness. He must have a sense of poetry
and romance and beauty about life ; where other
men are artists in words, in musical tones, in
pigments or sculptured stone, he must be an
artist in virtue. He must be the friend and
lover of humble, inefficient, inarticulate, un-
pleasing persons ; and he must be able to show
that there is a desirable quality of beauty in the
most sordid and commonplace action, if faithfully
performed.
Against such an ideal are arrayed all the forces